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Introduction

Space junk, orbital debris, space trash. No matter
what term one uses to describe these man-made
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Major Orbital Debris Events

Objectives

@ Develop an understanding of orbital debris and
its significance.
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due to average impact speeds of approximately 10
km/s. This can increase up to about 15 km/s, or
about 10 times the rate of a speeding bullet. It is

never-ending cycle of
debris-creating collisions.
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Reflection
Orbital debris is not a topic that has been widely

Computer-generated image of orbital debris as of
January 1, 2019.7

estimated that every single day, one catalogued Cosmos 954 Reentry covered by historians. Engaging in this research has
piece of debris (at least 1 mm in size) falls to Earth.! * gejﬂslso%)defunct S been a learning opportunity not only because of the Scan lo see
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satellite’s nuclear reactor;
left debris trail in Canada.

chance to become immersed in an unfamiliar
subject, but also because it bridges STEM and the
humanities. Bringing science into an inter-
disciplinary historical conversation is one of the

tracked orbital
debris (2019). 8
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